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Rodrigo Acuña BA Hons, Dip Ed (UNSW), PhD (Macq) is an Associate Lecturer in Spanish
and Latin American Studies at Macquarie University. In 2013 he completed a PhD on
Venezuelan foreign policy after having been awarded an Australian Postgraduate Award (APA)
by the Federal Government. In 2005 he was awarded the Benchmark Prize in Hispanic Studies
by the University of New South Wales and, in 2009, he was part of Associate Professor Estela
Valverde’s Spanish and Latin American Studies teaching team, which won the 2009 Learning
and Teaching Award from the Faculty of Arts at Macquarie University. Recently, he has
contributed a chapter on Venezuelan foreign policy towards the Caribbean in Democracy,
Revolution and Geopolitics in Latin America: Venezuela and the International Politics of
Discontent, which was edited by Dr Luis Fernando Angosto Ferrández and published by
Routledge (2014). His research interests include Inter-American relations, Cold War and Post
Cold War Latin America, Venezuelan history and politics, human rights, and development
policies from a multidisciplinary perspective.
Jennifer Balint BA Hons, LLB Hons (Macq), PhD (ANU) is a Lecturer in Socio-Legal Studies
in the School of Social and Political Sciences (Criminology) at the University of Melbourne. Her
research expertise is in the area of state crime, genocide and access to justice, with a focus on the
constitutive role of law in societies and transitional justice. Her monograph, In the Name of the
State: Genocide, State Crime and the Law (GlassHouse Press/Routledge, 2012), is a legal and
socio-political analysis of the capacity of law to address genocide and other forms of state crime,
law’s relationship to reconciliation, and the role of law in the perpetration of these crimes.
She is currently a Chief Investigator for the Minutes of Evidence project, a collaboration
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers, education experts, performance artists,
community members, government and community organisations. This project aims to spark
public conversations about structural justice and how an understanding of the relationship
between the colonial past and the present can bring about just futures.
She can be contacted at: jbalint@unimelb.edu.au.
See www.minutesofevidence.com.au.
Berber Bevernage MA, PhD (UGent) is an Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Theory of
History in the Department of History at Ghent University. His research focuses on the
dissemination, attestation and contestation of historical discourse and historical culture in postconflict situations and transitional justice. In this context, he has extensively studied the cases of
South Africa, Sierra Leone and Argentina. He has published in journals such as History and
Theory, Memory Studies, Social History and the History Workshop Journal. His book, History,
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Memory, and State-Sponsored Violence: Time and Justice, was published by Routledge in 2012.
Berber is co-founder of the interdisciplinary research forum ‘TAPAS/Thinking About the Past’,
which focuses on popular, academic and artistic dealings with the past in a large variety of
cultural and social areas. In 2012, together with colleagues, he established the International
Network for Theory of History, which aims to foster collaboration and the exchange of ideas
among theorists of history around the world.
He can be contacted at: berber.bevernage@ugent.be.
Alice Diver LLB (QUB), CPLS (Solicitor) (IPLS, QUB), LLM (Distinction) (QUB), PGCHEP
(Ulster), FHEA, PhD (Ulster) graduated from Queen’s University in Belfast in 1988 with an
LLB, qualifying as a Solicitor (CPLS) in 1991. After several years working in private practice,
she began lecturing in law at the North West Regional College in Derry-Londonderry. She has
been employed as a law lecturer at the University of Ulster since 2000, later completing her
LLM in Human Rights and Criminal Justice (Dist) at QUB in 2004, and her PhD at Ulster in
2011. She is course director for the LLB degrees at the School of Law’s Magee campus,
teaching Land law and Equity & Trusts, and coordinating the under-graduate dissertations. She
has been a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (UK) since 2007 and is a member of the
Transitional Justice (TJI) Research Institute. As a closed-records, Montreal adoptee of Native
descent, her publications focus largely upon human rights issues, particularly those involving
family life, adoption, best interests of the child, and the protection of indigenous cultural
heritages. She has recently published a monograph on the avoidance of origin deprivation
entitled A Law of Blood-ties: The ‘right’ to access genetic ancestry (2013, Springer) and
currently serves on the board of directors for several organisations in Northern Ireland (Apex
Housing, Londonderry Inner City Trust, The Buildings Preservation Trust).
She can be contacted at a.diver@ulster.ac.uk
Michael Humphrey BA Hons, PhD (Macq) is a Professor and holds the Chair in Sociology in
the Department of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Sydney. He has previously
held academic appointments at the University of New South Wales, Macquarie University and
the University of Western Sydney in the fields of anthropology, sociology and politics.
Humphrey has published widely on the themes of Islam in the West; the Lebanese diaspora;
social relations of globalisation; war, political violence and terrorism; human rights,
reconciliation and transitional justice; and violence and urban securitisation. He has undertaken
extensive field research into the impact of political violence on individuals and societies,
focusing on humanitarian and human rights issues in countries including Argentina, Uruguay,
Lebanon, Jordan, South Africa, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Bosnia.
His main publications are Islam, Multiculturalism & Transnationalism: From the Lebanese
Diaspora, IB Tauris (1998) and The Politics of Atrocity and Reconciliation: From Terror to
Trauma, Routledge (2002). He is currently working on a book with Estela Valverde entitled
Amnesty and Transitional Justice: The Judicialisation of Politics for Intersentia (2014).
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He can be contacted at michael.humphrey@sydney.edu.au.
See http://sydney.edu.au/arts/sociology_social_policy/staff/profiles/michael.humphrey.php.
Jonathan Kolieb BA Hons (Monash), BA/LLB Hons (Melb), MA, LLM (UC Berkeley) is
currently a PhD candidate in the School of Law at the University of Melbourne writing a
dissertation entitled Corporate Peace-building: Regulating the Private Sector for Conflict
Transformation. He is a sessional lecturer in the Law School, teaching a legal research stream on
corporate accountability, and in the School of Social and Political Science, teaching American
politics and foreign policy.
He can be contacted at jonathan.kolieb@unimelb.edu.au.
Wendy Lambourne BSc (Hons) (UMelb), GradDip (Inf Serv) (RMIT), MA (Int Rel) (ANU),
GradDip in Int Law (ANU), PhD (Sydney) is Deputy Director and Academic Coordinator for the
Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney. Her research on transitional
justice, reconciliation and peacebuilding after genocide and other mass violence has a regional
focus on sub-Saharan Africa and the Asia-Pacific where she has conducted field research in a
number of countries including Rwanda, Burundi, Cambodia, Timor Leste and Sierra Leone.
Recent publications include chapters in Transitional Justice Theories (Routledge, 2014), Critical
Perspectives in Transitional Justice (Intersentia, 2012) and The Development of Institutions of
Human Rights (Palgrave Macmillan, 2010), as well as articles in the Journal of Peacebuilding
and Development, the International Journal of Transitional Justice, Genocide Studies and
Prevention and African Security Review. Dr Lambourne has served as co-convenor of the
Reconciliation and Transitional Justice Commission of the International Peace Research
Association since 2006.
She can be contacted at: wendy.lambourne@sydney.edu.au.
Peter Radan BA, LLB, PhD (Syd), Dip Ed (SCAE) is a Professor of Law and former Dean at
Macquarie Law School, Macquarie University. His principal research interests have been in the
areas of self-determination and secession. His teaching has focused on contract law, equity and
trusts.
Kamal Showaia LLB (Al-Mergeb, Libya), Masters in International Affairs (FSU) is a
researcher at the Florida State University’s Center for the Advancement of Human Rights. For
seven years, Showaia worked as an attorney-at-law and a prosecutor at the Military General
Attorney’s office in Tripoli, Libya while also teaching Military Criminal Procedure, Military
Penal and Narcotics Laws at the Military Administration School of Libya. Showaia was a
member of a human rights commission in Libya in 2007 and was trained in International
Humanitarian Law by the International Committee of the Red Cross. From 2010 to 2012,
Showaia was part of a diplomatic training program in Washington DC, where he was trained in
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diplomacy by leading United States ambassadors and foreign service officers. Showaia’s
research interests include international law, transitional justice, human rights and conflict
analysis. He has presented his research at various conferences in the United States and is
involved in ongoing research projects related to transitional justice and security sector reform in
Libya.
Estela Valverde BA (Hons), PhD (UNSW), (NAATI Level III) is currently Head of Spanish
and Latin American Studies at the Department of International Studies at Macquarie University.
Her interdisciplinary research has explored issues related to history, memory and politics, and
ethnic and gender identities. Her main publications are David Viñas: En busca de una síntesis de
la historia argentina, Buenos Aires: Plus Ultra (1989) and Banquetes eróticos y perfumes
letales: los mundos de Teresa Porzecanski, Montevideo: Linardi y Risso (2005). Her present
research is in contemporary human rights politics, transitional justice and democratisation in
Argentina and Uruguay and the role of women as active citizens in the promotion of these
processes. She is presently completing a book with Professor Michael Humphrey, commissioned
by Intersentia (Brussels) entitled Amnesty: The Judicialisation of Politics.
Spencer Wolff AB (Harvard College), JD (Columbia Law School), Masters Sciences (Po Paris),
MPhil, PhD (Yale) specialises in comparative constitutional law, with a focus on issues of
freedom of speech and human dignity. He has previously published articles in the Columbia
Journal of European Law, the Huffington Post, First Monday and with the Global Justice Clinic
at New York University.
***
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